In the title compound, C 27 H 27 N 7 O 9 ÁCH 3 CN, the three nitro groups of the polydentate tripodal Schiff base are located approximately parallel to their respective carrier benzene rings, making dihedral angles of 3.9 (4), 5.0 (4) and 6.3 (4) . Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds between the hydroxy O atoms and the imine N atoms, with OÁ Á ÁN distances in the range 2.607 (3)-2.665 (3) Å , form nearly planar six-membered rings. In the crystal, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds occur and several intra-and intermolecular -interactions are present between adjacent benzene rings, with a shortest centroidcentroid distance of 3.507 (2) Å . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; y; z; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz; (iii) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iv) x þ 1; y À 1; z; (v) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1; (vi) Àx þ 1; Ày À 1; Àz þ 1; (vii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 2. 
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Comment
The title compound, C 27 H 27 N 7 O 9 .CH 3 CN, consists of a polydentate tripodal Schiff base and an acetonitrile solvent molecule (Fig. 1) . The Schiff base can act as a tribasic hexa-or heptadentate ligand, that is, the N 3 O 3 or N 4 O 3 donor atoms can coordinate to a metal ion or metal ions. In the crystal structure, the Schiff base reveals an approximate threefold axis, 
